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PREFACE II

with the period 227-256 ; and I hope to publish the fourth part of this
work, dealing with the period 295-318, i.e., the death of al-Muktafi
and the reign of al-Muktadir, by the beginning of next year.

I have to thank particularly my teacher, Professor H. A. R. Gibb,
who drew my attention to as-$ili’s works while I was studying Arabic
Literature under him in 1932, and who has since been helpful and
encouraging, and the Gibb Memorial Trust from whom I have received
financial support in the form of subsidies for the last two volumes,
thus making it possible for me to continue the publication of as-$ali’s
writings. I also appreciate the many letters of encouragement I
have received from various Arabic scholars, and lastly, I owe much to
my many Egyptian friends who have helped me pass the volumes
through the press during my absence from Cairo, especially to Isma’il
Efendi as-Sawi, who has endeavoured to set up a standard of produc-
tion not usual with private printing presses in Egypt, and to Mustafa
Bey Rif‘at who has been kind enough to read the proofs for me.



10 PREFACE

referring, of course, to the library of all the notes that he had taken
from his teachers and relators by samg‘’.? All the biographers
refer to him as kathir as-sama’, and the fact that he kept an orderly
library only confirms the opinion that as-S@li was methodical to a
degree and certainly very enthusiastic in his collection of material.
One of the reasons why he appreciated the company of Ibn al-Mu‘tazz
was because there was always plenty of opportunity of picking up new
material there.?

As to whether he actually plagiarized other people’s books it is hard
to say, but he is probably no more guilty than any other Arabic
writer or compiler. As-5tGli’s opinion of another scholar who derived
his knowledge from books is given in the Kitab al-Awrak.® Whenever
he uses a written source, he makes mention of it and gives the name of
the author; the name of Abii'l-Mudawwar al-Warrik is mentioned
once in this respect,* Abti’l-Fadl Maimin b. Hariin once,® Ibn Abi Sa‘d
once,® al-Kuridni twice,” Ishik al-Mausili once,# Hammaiad b. Ishik
once,? ‘Abdallah b. Ahmad twice,'® Muhammad b. ‘Abdallah b. Ahmad
al-Yisufi three times,* Ahmad b. Ishak once,!2 Muhammad b. “Abdal-
Malik az-Zayyat once,?® Abw’t-Tayyib (?) three times!4 and Ibrihim b.
Shahin three times,!®* and in one other place a Shahini Abd Ishik is
mentioned.’® Once as-5Siili states that he had seen a certain poem of
Sulaiman b. al-Mansiir in ‘“ more than one book.”’1?

Al-Marzubini (d. 384), who was one of as-Siilli’s principal students,
held him in very high esteem!® and seems to have copied his master
in the art of compilation and used much of his material ; the Muwagh-
shak abounds in references to as-$ili, and still more important is the
extensive use that Abi’'l-Faraj al-Isfahani (d. 356) made of as-5tli’s
material for his Kitab al-Aghani. Amongst the other writers who made
use of as-Sili’'s works, we may mention al-Mas‘adi (d. 345-6), Hilal ag-
$abi (d. 384), ‘Arib b. Sa‘d al-Kurtubi (d. early 4th cent.}, Abu Hilal
al-‘Askari (d. end 4th cent.), Miskawaihi (d. 421), ‘Ali b. Zifir al-Azdi
(d. 623), Ibu al-Tiktaka (d. early 8th cent.) and as-Suyuti (d. 911).

I understand from Professor Kratchkovsky, whose article on
as-Sili in the Encyclopedia of Islam has been my standby, that Mr.
Belaiev has the intention of editing the Leningrad manuscript dealing

t Ibn Khallikdn, ed. Billdik. Vol. I, p 645 t Ash‘ar, p 107

+ P 210, t Agh‘ar, p 12.

*Ib p. 63. s Ib. p. 321

' Kitab al-Awrdk, p. 36 and 46 *Ib p. 82,

*Ib. p. 138 1t Jb. p 146.

13 b, p. 148 and 156. 1 Ib. p 216.

1* Ib. p. 219. ¢ Ib. p. 240, 247 and 248,
1s Agh‘dr, p. 53 and 85 Kitab al-Awrdk, p. 159.

12 Agh'dr, p. 96. ir Ib. p. 12.

** Mu'jam agh-Shu'ard@’, ed. Krenkow, Cairo, 1354, p. 465.
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(9 are mentioned three times each, 10 twice each and 52 once.)
The following are the most important in the second remove :

Hammad b. Ishak mentioned 8 times.
‘Abdallah b. Abhmad b. Yisuf

Ahmad b. Abi Fanan

Hibatallah b. Ibrahim b. al-Mahdi

al-‘Utbi

‘Abdallah b. ad-Dahhik

‘All b. Muhammmad an-Naufali

‘Isda b, Isma’il

al-Kahdhami

Sulaimin b. Abi Shaikh

Ya‘kiib b. Ja‘far

‘Abdallah b, al ‘Abbias b. al-Fadl

Abl Hatim Sahl b. Muhammad as-5ijistani
Ishik al-Mausili

Kunaiza

Muhammad b. Jabala

Mubammad b. al-Kisim AbG’l-‘Aind’

Sa‘id b. Husain

Yazid al-Muhallabi

Bakkir b. Muhammad al-Mizini

Among as-3iili’s teachers, as given in the standard biographies, we
find Abfi Da’dd as-Sijistani (d. 275), Muhammad b. al-Kisim Abi’l-
‘Aind’ (d. 283), Muhammad b. Yazid al-Mubarrad (d. 285), Ahmad b.
Yahya Tha'lab (d. 291), ‘Aun b. Muhammad al-Kindi (d. ***}, and
Muhammad b. Zakariya al-Ghilabi (d. **#*),but in the material offered
to us here by as-Siili, no teacher is mentioned as frequently as ‘Aun b.
Muhammad al-Kindi, of whoin he had a very high opinion.? Al-
Ghilabi, besides being mentioned in the first remove, is also mentioned
once in the second, while Muhammad b. al-Kisim is mentioned three
times in both first and second remove. Most of the poetry and
anecdotes given by as-SiGli under this heading came to him through
kdtibs and other officials, courtiers, musicians and singers ; the names
of many of the latter are to be found in Dr. Henry IFarmer’s valuable
History of Arabian Music.

As-Sill was lampooned by Abu Sa‘id Muhammad b. ‘Amr al-‘Ukaili
(d. 322)—not very ironically perhaps—on the ground that his know-
ledge was stored away in books:

»
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As it is the intention of the editor to make a special study of as-Sfili’s
life, times and works when all the material in hand has been published,
it is proposed only to deal very briefly here with the sources of as-$Gli’s
information. .

As-Sili’s sources fall into two distinct categories. The first and
probably the most important is that wealth of information which he
acquired through direct contact with the subjects of his works, and
which is the result of his own observations and experience ; of the
three volumes so far edited, the sections dealing with ar-Ragi, al-
Muttaki and Ibn al-Mu‘tazz, or somewhat more than half, are handed
down to us in this manner.

The second source whence his material is derived is the usual tra-
ditional method of samd’ and riwdya. Of 309 narrations dealing with
literary and historical material, only five are anonymous (ar-Radi—
P- 229, line 10; Ash‘ir—p. g9, line 10, p. 103, line 15, p. 114, line 1
and p. 115, line 15). Of the remaining narrations, only one goes
back to the sixth remove, two to the fifth, five to the fourth, sixty-
three to the third, one hundred and fifty-two to the second and eighty-
one to the first.

The 304 narrations are transmitted to as-Sili by g6 different relators.
In the first remove, the following are the most important :

‘Aun b, Muhammad al-Kindi mentioned 43 times.
‘Abdallah b. al-Mu‘tazz .s 16 .
Ahmad b. Yazid al-Miuhaliabi .y 12 .
al-Husain b. Yahya al-Kitib ys TI 's
Muhammad b. Sa‘id vy TI .y

Maimiin b, Hariin

Muhammad b. Zakariya al-Ghilabi
Ahmad b, Muhammad b. Ishak
al-Husain b. Fahm

al-Kiasim b. 'Isia

Yahya b. ‘Ald

Ahmad b, Muhaimnaa al-Asadi
Jabala b. Muhaminad al-Kafi
al-Kasim b. Isma'il

Muhainmad b. al-*Abbiis al-Madira'i
Muhammad b. Yazid al-Mubarrad
Muhammad b. Yahyid b. Abi ‘Ibad
Ahinad b, Tsmii‘il

al-Husain b. Ishak

‘Abdallah pb. Abi Sa‘d

‘Amr b. Turki al-Kadi

al-Fadl b. al-Habbab

Muhammad b. al-Fadl b. al-Aswad
Muhammad b. Miisd b. HHaminad
Mushih b. Hatim al-“Ukli
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of poetry being put to this use, a practice which afterwards became
all but universal, as exemplified by the numerous ma¢ns (compendiums)
which are still used for the purposes of instruction.

Ashja® b. ‘Amr’s claim to a place in the world of poetry seems to
have rested mainly on the ground that he was the representative poet
of the Kais-‘Ailan, who appear to have been singularly unfortunate in
producing poets! ; As-5ili devotes over sixty pages of this edition
to Ashja’. Ibn Kutaiba had already given a selection of his poems. 2

Abii Muhammad al- Kiasim b. Yisuf? is worthy of some attention ;
as-5Gl regards him as the best of the z’lluhdatkun especially on
account of his elegies on animals, and claims that ‘‘ there cannot be
found a collection (of Abii Muhammad’s poems) equal to that which we
are giving.”” He then inserts what might be called this poet’s diwan,
included in which we have an elegy on a black she-goat and another
on a shec-cat, as well as poems in which the poet complains about bugs,
fleas, ants and rats.

The second volume differs entirely from the first in that it is primarily
a historical source for the reigns of the two Caliphs ar-Radi and al-
Muttaki; the first had bcen the pupil of as-Siili and later on his close
companion, The whole of the 285 pages deals with only thirteen years
of the Abbasid period and gives us many fresh details concerning these
two Caliphs and the literary activities of the court.

As-5ili can hardly be called a historian in the narrower sense;
the contents of this part might be better classified as literary-political
biographies rather than as pure history. A large part of this second
volume is taken up with the poetry of both ar-R4Adi and as-SGli; the
writer also gives us much information on many of his contemporaries.

The third and present volume is, like the first, purely literary, but
deals with those members of the house of al-‘“Abbis who were poets.
Here again, as-Sili gives us a remarkable amount of new material
about people regarding whom we know very little, except perhaps
Ibn al-Mu‘tazz. Fifteen poets are dealt with in this volume, and of the
333 pages, 191 are devoted to Ibn al-Mu‘tazz with a large selection of
his poetry and prose. Both ‘Ulayya, the daughter of al-Mahdi, and her
step-brother, Ibrihim, are treated at some length, with selections from
their songs and poems which throw some light on court life and the
relationship between patrons and patronized. The remaining poets are
not treated at any considerable length except for ‘Isi b. Miisi. The
following genealogical table shows the connection of the various poets
to the Abbasid house with references to the pages :

1 1b P.
’ AQ §_t r wagh-Shu'ard’, ed de Goeje, p. 562-565.
» Kutdb al-Auvrak, p- 163- 206,



PREFACE

THE present volume of Ab@ Bakr Muhammad b. Yahya as-Salf’s
Kitab al-Awrdk is the third to be edited in this series, the first having
been issued under the title of Kudb al-Awrdk —Kism Akhbar ash-
Shu'‘ard,” and the second of A khbdr ar-Radi wal M witaks.

" The first volume deals with certain poets generally classified as
the Muwuhdathiin, about whom comparatively little information can
be found elsewhere. As-Siili intentionally collected information
regarding poets about whom his contemporaries knew nothing or
practically nothing!; al-Mas‘iidi, who held as-5iili in high esteem,
tells us that he wrote on people and events that were not mentioned
elsewhere.? That the material was deemed worthy of collection by
as-Sili in spite of the fact that these poets cannot by any means be
placed in the first rank is in itself a point of importance, in that it shows
to what an extent the ‘ modern’ poetry had superseded the old in
the taste of the period, and that for both poets and versifiers of all
shades there was always a reward.

Of the fourteen poets mentioned, the most prominent are Aban b,
‘Abdal-Hamid al-Lahiki and Ashja‘ b. ‘Amr as-Sulami. Unfortunately,
the first pages of the manuscript, which is preserved in the Dar al-
Kutub at Cairo, are lost ; and although the missing parts have been
made up as far as possible from other sources, mostly those in which
as-50li had been used as an authority, it is the portion dealing with
Abidn that has been affected by this loss.* Among the fragments
preserved in this volume, one of the most interesting is Abéin’s attempt
to versify the Kaltla wa Dimna, of which we have only seventy-seven
lines* out of the original fourteen thousand.® The versification was
made for Yahya b. Khilid al-Barmaki who confined the poet to a house
until he had finished the task, which took him three months ; it appears
that Yahyi wished to learn the Kalfla wa Dimna by heart and Abin
suggested that he should put it into verse in order to facilitate its being
committed to memory, This is probably one of the earliest instances

* Kitab al-Awrdk—Kism Akhbdr agh-Shu'ard’, p. 255, lines 5-12.

* Al-Mas‘Gdl : Muru; adh-Dhahab, ed. T Barbier de Meynard, p. 16-17.

3 Professor Krimskij had already edited the part dealing with Abin and, at thesame
time, he wrote a short study on him; see also the article Kaltla wa Dimna 1n the
Encyciopaedza of Islam.

s Kildb al-Awrdk, p. 46-50.
¢#1b., p. 1.
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